Welcome to St. Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church. We are honored by your presence. It is our sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy will
draw you closer to Christ and His Church.
The Orthodox Church understands the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper, to be the paramount expression of Christian unity. While it is our deepest hope that Christendom will one day fulfill Christ’s desire for true unity among all those who claim His
name (John 17:21), the unfortunate reality of our day is that the various segments of
Christendom are not unified with the historic Orthodox faith. Since participation in
the Eucharist (Holy Communion) expresses a unity with all the dogma, teachings,
and practice of the Orthodox Church, it is obvious that non-Orthodox Christians
(Catholic, Protestant, Oriental, etc.) do not receive Holy Communion but respect the
official policy of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America.
Thank you for your understanding.
On that same note, all Eastern Orthodox Christians are called to prepare for the
receiving of the Body and Blood of Christ through recent confession, prayer, and
fasting from all food and drink approximately midnight the night before. Please
speak with Fr. Paul if medical conditions preclude it.
Fr. Paul is available after the service, or by appointment, to answer questions you
may have about any facet of the Orthodox Christian faith.

May God bless you.
+++
Please contact Fr. Paul to request a pastoral visit for anyone hospitalized, sick,
suffering, or alone (Christian or not).
frpaulgirgis@gmail.com
509.845.4540 (mobile)
239.348.0828 (office)

Open to men & women who would like to spend a day with fellow
parishioners, while enjoying golf. This is not a fundraiser, just a fun day of
golf, lunch and fellowship. Father Paul will be joining us for lunch.

Date: Thursday, May 3, 2018
Location: Vasari Country Club
Time: 8:30AM tee times
Lunch: Immediately following golf
Cost: $48.00 includes 18 holes w/cart, lunch @ clubhouse & sleeve of balls

Contact: Nick Ferris (317.201.9002; nferris15@gmail.com)
Please RSVP by: Thursday, April 26

Prayers for the health of Fr. Joe and Kh. Diane are offered by Ray and Leila Trabulsi.

Please keep George Henney in your prayers as he continues to recovery from surgery.
Prayers for the memory of Tatiana Bob are offered by Elias and Barbara Hebeka. Prayers
for the departed will be performed on occasion of the 40th day of her repose.
May the Lord our God remember her in His Kingdom!
+++
Why do we do this?
Orthodox Christians pray for the dead so that the Lord will have mercy on their souls,
that He will grant them eternal rest “in the bosom of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” that He
will extend His unfathomable love upon them, and that He will receive them into that
state “in which there is neither sickness, nor sighing, nor sorrow, but life everlasting.”
Saint Paul clearly teaches that those who have gone before us are still members of the
Body of Christ, the Church. And it is the duty of the members of the Church to pray for
one another. Just as the living continually beseech God to have mercy on them—and may
rightly offer prayers to God on behalf of their living spiritual sisters and brothers as well
as request prayers on their own behalf from others—so too we have the duty to pray for
all members of the Body of Christ, even those who have departed this life and still “belong
to Christ.” In asking God to have mercy on the souls of the departed, we also ask God to
have mercy on us who are still in this life, and we recognize that we too shall die. All
members of the Church, living as well as faithful departed, cry before the throne of God,
“Lord, have mercy on us.” (source: oca.org)
+++
March Birthday: Stephanie Sapp (3/5); Natalia Jackson (3/10)
May God grant them many years!

Saturday: Great Vespers* at 5:00PM
Sunday: Orthros 8:15AM; The Divine Liturgy at 9:30AM
*Fr. Paul hears confessions after Great Vespers Saturday and by appointment.
Sunday School (Children’s Christian Education Program) - After Divine Liturgy;
Currently for children ages 3-7 but all are welcome. Snack and Orthodoxy provided!

Orthodoxy & Scripture (Bible Study) - Thursdays at 6:00PM. Join us as we study the
beautiful work titled “Turning the Heart to God” by St. Theophan the Recluse.
+++

Monday - Great Compline
Wednesday - Presanctified Liturgy (Lenten Potluck immediately afterwards)
Friday - Little Compline W/Akathist to Theotokos
Website & Facebook page - Visit the new St. Paul Church website (stpaulnaples.org)
and “Follow”/”Like” the new St. Paul Facebook page (www.facebook.com/stpaulnaples)
The Bread Basket - Pita Bread Sale to benefit the parish; “Bread Basket” open each
Sunday of Great Lent; $3/package. Sponsored The Order of St. Ignatius here at St. Paul
1st Annual St. Paul Church Family Picnic - Sat., Apr. 14 - Save the date!
Food For Hungry People - Several boxes located in narthex - Please make sure to give
to our brothers and sisters in need.
Fellowship Hour - sponsors needed - Sign up sheet on board in hallway!
For more information visit: www.stpaulnaples.org

Theotokos Icon

$75

Veneration of the Holy Cross

Donated

Annunciation Icon

$75

Saturday of Lazarus Icon

$75

Palms for Palm Sunday

Donated

Palm Sunday Icon

$75

Bridegroom Icon (Sun-Tues.)

$75

Resurrection Icon

$75

Holy Friday – Tomb*
$350
*A beautiful practice, with great meaning, is to donate flowers for the sake of a loved one
who has departed this life - especially the flowers for Christ’s tomb.
Contact Fr. Paul to claim a donation-slot (frpaulgirgis@gmail.com; 239.348.0828)

A very natural and loving manner in which Orthodox Christians can participate in the
life of the Church is by simply providing even the most basic items. If we provide our
own home with the necessities, how much more should we take care that the House of
God is properly supplied? This is not to replace monetary stewardship but rather a
beautiful opportunity to keep the House of God, in all aspects of our life, the top priority. Please consider, the next time you are buying for yourself, to also buy for God’s
house:
- Extra Virgin Olive Oil (oil lamps on altar)

- BBQ-style Lighters

On March 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our righteous
father Sophronios, patriarch of Jerusalem; Martyrs Thallos and Trophimos
of Latakia; Venerable George of Sinai; Theodora of Arta, the empress; and
Euthymios, bishop of Novgorod.
On this same day, the Third Sunday of the Fast, we keep the feast of the
Veneration of the honorable and life-creating Cross.
Let the whole world entire worship the Cross
through Which it truly knew to worship Thee, O Word.
Every hard and strenuous work is accomplished with great difficulty, which appears
especially in the middle of such work; for the effort in this performance brings with
it fatigue which makes the accomplishment of the rest difficult. Having arrived with
God’s grace at the middle of the Fast, our compassionate Mother—the Holy Orthodox Church—thought fit to reveal to us the Holy Cross as the joy of the world and
power of the faithful to help us carry on the struggles of the divine Fast.
By its power, O Christ God, preserve us from the crafty designs of the evil one and
account us worthy to worship Thy divine Passion and life-giving Resurrection, as
we achieve the course of the Forty Days with ease, and have mercy on us, as Thou
alone art good and the Lover of mankind. Amen.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou
didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine
Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the
Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY CROSS IN TONE ONE
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance, granting to Thy people victory
over all their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross preserving Thy commonwealth.
+Now the apolytikion of the holy Apostle Paul+
KONTAKION FOR THE ANNUNCIATION/GREAT LENT IN TONE EIGHT
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou
who hast delivered me from terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O
Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
To Thee, O Lord, have I cried, O my God.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (4:14-5:6)
Brethren, since we have a High Priest, Who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One Who in every respect
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need. For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on
behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal
gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness.
Because of this he is bound to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of
the people. And one does not take the honor upon himself, but he is called by God,
just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt Himself to be made a high priest,
but was appointed by Him Who said to Him, “Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee”; as He says also in another place, “Thou art a priest forever, after the
order of Melchizedek.”

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according St. Mark. (8:34-9:1)
The Lord said, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross and follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever
loses his life for My sake and the Gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man,
to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for
his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” And Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Kingdom
of God come with power.”

