Welcome to St. Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church. We are honored by your presence. It is our sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy will
draw you closer to Christ and His Church.

After the dismissal of The Divine Liturgy, we will immediately enter into the
"Kneeling Prayers" of Pentecost taken from the Great Vespers service called for on
the evening of this feast.

The Orthodox Church understands the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper, to be the paramount expression of Christian unity. While it is our deepest hope that Christendom
will one day fulfill Christ’s desire for true unity among all those who claim His name
(John 17:21), the unfortunate reality of our day is that the various segments of Christendom are not unified with the historic Orthodox faith.

The late Fr. Alexander Schmemann, onetime Dean of Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox
Theological Seminary, offers the following concerning the three special prayers of
Pentecost:

Since participation in the Eucharist (Holy Communion) expresses a unity with all the
dogma, teachings, and practice of the Orthodox Church, it is obvious that nonOrthodox Christians (Catholic, Protestant, Oriental, etc.) do not receive Holy Communion but respect the official policy of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America.
Thank you for your understanding.
On that same note, all Eastern Orthodox Christians are called to prepare for the receiving of the Body and Blood of Christ through recent confession, prayer, and fasting from all food and drink approximately midnight the night before. Please speak
with Fr. Paul if medical conditions preclude it.
Fr. Paul is available after the service, or by appointment, to answer questions you
may have about any facet of the Orthodox Christian faith.
May God bless you.
+++
Please contact Fr. Paul to request a pastoral visit for anyone
hospitalized, sick, suffering, or alone.
frpaulgirgis@gmail.com
239.348.0828 (office)

"We are invited to kneel. This is our first kneeling since Easter. It signifies that after these
fifty days of Paschal joy and fullness, of experiencing the Kingdom of God, the Church
now is about to begin her pilgrimage through time and history. It is evening again, and the
night approaches, during which temptations and failures await us, when, more than anything else, we need Divine help, that presence and power of the Holy Spirit, who has already revealed to us the joyful End, who now will help us in our effort towards fulfillment and salvation."
Together, bowing-low, we will we bring to God our repentance, our increased appeal
for forgiveness of sins.
Together, bowing-low, we will ask the Holy Spirit to help us, to teach us to pray and
to follow the true path in the dark and difficult night of our earthly existence.
Together, bowing-low, we will remember all those who have achieved their earthly
journey, but who are united with us in the eternal God of Love.
If you are unable to kneel due to physical limitations, simply remain seated and bow
your head. If you are able to kneel - you should. Nonetheless, we are allcalled to bow
our hearts "unto the Lord" and truly realize what an incredible, and sobering, act it is
to engage in - supplicating the Holy Trinity is serious business.
Everyone should stay for these prayers before joining together for Fellowship in the
pavilion. The Sunday school children will be dismissed, also after these prayers, for
their final session as they enter "summer break".

“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by
them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. Therefore,
when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men.
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable
deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your
charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself
reward you openly. +(Matthew 6:1-8)
By the grace of God, over the last several months, St. Paul Church has received various donations from God-loving parishioners inspired to give the best to God, to
His holy house:
Great Lent & PASCHA Flowers
Beeswax Candles
Incense
NEW:
Cross & Icon of Christ crucified (Holy Thursday)
Holy Altar cover
Gospel cover
Ileton for underneath Antiminsion on Holy Altar
Chalice & Diskos covers
Gospel Stand cover
Icon stand covers (Christ & Theotokos)
Icon of St. George
Icon of St. Demetrios
Icon of the Raising of Lazarus (coming soon)
Beeswax Candle Stand (coming soon)
These donations were made by faithfully adhering to our Lord’s command to give
anonymously, without drawing attention to oneself, not even letting the “left hand
know what your right hand is doing”. May they, and any that join them, receive
their reward openly from their Father “who sees in secret”.

+For those also inspired to donate in a similar fashion, speak/contact Fr. Paul
or note on check/envelope “Glory to God”+

Please continue to pray for a speedy recovery from knee surgery for Marianne Poppe
and Robert Cardoos.

+++
Prayers for the memory of the recently-departed servant of God, Robert Mourad, are
offered by Elias and Barbara Hebeka. Please continue to remember Margaret and the
entire Mourad family in your prayers. May God help them.
Why do we do this? Orthodox Christians pray for the dead so that the Lord will have
mercy on their souls, that He will grant them eternal rest “in the bosom of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob,” that He will extend His unfathomable love upon them, and that He
will receive them into that state “in which there is neither sickness, nor sighing, nor
sorrow, but life everlasting.” Saint Paul clearly teaches that those who have gone before
us are still members of the Body of Christ, the Church. And it is the duty of the members of the Church to pray for one another. Just as the living continually beseech God
to have mercy on them—and may rightly offer prayers to God on behalf of their living
spiritual sisters and brothers as well as request prayers on their own behalf from others—so too we have the duty to pray for all members of the Body of Christ, even those
who have departed this life and still “belong to Christ.” In asking God to have mercy
on the souls of the departed, we also ask God to have mercy on us who are still in this
life, and we recognize that we too shall die. All members of the Church, living as well
as faithful departed, cry before the throne of God, “Lord, have mercy on us.” (source:
oca.org)

“A sure sign of the deadening of the soul is the avoidance of church services”
+St. John Climacus (“The Ladder of Divine Ascent”)
Saturday: Great Vespers* at 5:00PM
Sunday: Orthros 8:30AM; The Divine Liturgy at 9:30AM
*Fr. Paul hears confessions after Great Vespers Saturday and by appointment.
Orthodox Christian Sunday School Program - Immediately after Sunday Liturgy! Final session TODAY. Program resumes after “summer break”.
“Orthodoxy & Scripture” Group - 6PM Thursdays - No need to “catch up” - we walk
through it together!

Feast of Pentecost - Today - Kneeling Prayers of Pentecost at end of Divine Liturgy
Fellowship Hour - Sign up sheet on board in hallway!
Coming up:
Apostles Fast - June 4-June 29
Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul - June 29 - Save the Date!
DIOCESE OF MIAMI AND THE SOUTHEAST PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE

PALM BEACH AIRPORT HILTON (JUNE 13 - 16, 2018)
HOSTED BY: ST. MARY CHURCH, WEST PALM BEACH, FL
Worship Services
Guest Speakers & Retreats
Workshops & Games
Family & Friends
Schedule and Registration at:
www.antiochianevents.com/miami.html

For more information visit: stpaulnaples.org
& Find us on “facebook.com/stpaulnaples”

“Prayer is a great weapon, a rich treasure, a wealth that is never exhausted, an undisturbed refuge, a cause of transquility, the root of a multitude of blessings and their
source.” +St. John Chrysostom

“The ones who seek the Divine gifts and insights while being immersed in the passions (sins) are in proud and foolish delusion. First, one needs to work on cleansing
oneself. Grace is sent as a gift to those who are cleansed from the passions. And they
get it quietly, at the moment that they do not notice.” +St. Nectarios of Aegina
“’We celebrate the death of death, the destruction of hell, the beginning of eternal life. And
leaping for joy, we celebrate the cause, the only blessed and most glorious God of our fathers
(Ode 7 of the Paschal Canon)’
Can I give you some advice? In your every sorrow, in your every failure, concentrate
for a moment within yourself and say this hymn slowly-slowly. You will see that the
greatest thing in your life - and in the life of the whole world - happened. The Resurrection of Christ, our salvation. And you will realize that everything that is upside
down which is occurring will seem to you very small to spoil your mood.”
+St. Porphyrios
“Do not trust the mindset of secular people...Decide what you want most: The sympathy of the world or a return near to God?” + St. Paisios

On this day, the eighth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate Holy Pentecost.
Verses
In a mighty wind Christ distributeth the Divine Spirit
In the form of fiery tongues unto the Apostles.
In one great day, the Spirit was poured out on the Fishermen
On this day—the fiftieth after Great and Holy Pascha—we commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the holy Disciples and Apostles in the form of
tongues of fire. Numbering about 120, they who followed the Master gathered in
Jerusalem in the upper room of a house to await the Lord’s promise to send the
Holy Spirit. At about the third hour of the day, there came a sound from Heaven
as of a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the house. Cloven tongues immediately
appeared, like as of fire, and sat upon the head of each of them. The Apostles began to speak, not with the languages of their ancestors, but with other languages
with which the Holy Spirit supplied them, as He inspired them. After the Apostle
Peter explained what had happened, 3,000 people joined the Church on the inauguration of the priesthood of grace.
The objectives of Pentecost are, namely,
the coming of the Holy Spirit into the
world, the fulfillment of the promise of
Jesus Christ, and the completion of the
undefiled hope of the Apostles.
By the intercessions of the Holy Apostles,
O Christ our God, have mercy on us.
Amen.

APOLYTIKION OF PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise,
having sent upon them the Holy Spirit, and through them Thou hast fished the universe, O Lover of mankind, glory to Thee.
+Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the holy Apostle Paul+
KONTAKION OF PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT
When the High One descended, confusing tongues, He divided the nations. And
when He distributed the fiery tongues He called all to one unity. Wherefore, in
unison we glorify the most Holy Spirit
THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN (In place of “Holy God…”)
As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.
(THRICE)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Have put on Christ. Alleluia.
Dynamis!
As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. Alleluia.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12)
Their voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (2:1-11)
When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together in one place.
And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues
as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every
nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they
were bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. And
they were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians
and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging
to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now this He said
about the Spirit, which those who believed in Him were to receive; for as yet the
Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard
these words, many of the people said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said,
“This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not
the Scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from
Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a division among the
people over Him. Some of them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid hands on
Him. The officers then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to
them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The officers answered, “No man ever spoke
like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have
any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in Him? But this crowd, who do
not know the Law, are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and
who was one of them, said to them, “Does our Law judge a man without first
giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” They replied, “Are you from
Galilee too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee.”
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who follows
Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

