


Welcome to St. Paul Orthodox Christian Church in Naples. We are honored by your 
presence. It is our sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy 
will draw you closer to Christ and His Church. Please join us after service for our fel-
lowship hour in the pavilion. It is good to be together. 
 

+++ 

 
The Orthodox Church understands the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper, to be the para-
mount expression of Christian unity. While it is our deepest hope that Christendom 
will one day fulfill Christ’s desire for true unity among all those who claim His name 
(John 17:21), the reality of our day is that various segments of Christendom are not 
unified with the historic Orthodox Christian faith - something truly unfortunate. 
 
Since participation in the Eucharist (Holy Communion) expresses a unity with all the 
dogma, teachings, and practice of the Orthodox Church, it is natural that non-Orthodox 
Christians (Roman Catholic, Protestant, Non-Chalcedonian, etc.) do not receive Holy 
Communion but respect the official policy of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North 
America and canonical boundaries of the entire Orthodox Christian Church. 
 
We thank you for your understanding. 
 
On that same note, all Eastern Orthodox Christians are called to prepare for the re-
ceiving of the Body and Blood of Christ through recent confession, prayer, and fast-
ing from all food and drink approximately midnight the night before. Please speak 
with Fr. Paul if medical conditions preclude it. 
 
Fr. Paul is available after the service, or by appointment, to answer questions you 
may have about any facet of the Orthodox Christian faith. 
 
May God bless you. 

 
  +++ 

 
Please contact Fr. Paul to request a pastoral visit for anyone  
hospitalized, sick, suffering, or alone. 
 
frpaulgirgis@gmail.com 
239.348.0828 (office) 
 

 

Is this practice in the Scriptures and the early Church? 

 
Scripture makes it clear that some men were especially powerful intercessors with 
God (James 5:16-18; Job 42:8). Yet this is not limited to this life only. In the second 
book of Maccabees, dropped by the Protestants from the Bible, the prophet Jeremiah 
is represented as constantly praying before God for the people of Israel (II Maccabees 
15:14).  
 
This doctrine was known and accepted in the early Church as well; inscriptions on 
early Christian tombs ask the prayers of the departed, and documents such as “The 
Martyrdom of Polycarp” testify to it. Church Fathers that are often revered by 
Protestant Evangelicals, such as St. Augustine, St. Athanasius, and St. John Chrysos-
tom, all accepted this universal and orthodox doctrine.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+Learn more at our weekly “Bible Study Group” Thursday 6PM-7PM+ 

(source: “An Eastern Orthodox Response to Evangelical Claims” by Fr. Paul O’Callaghan of the Antiochian 

Archdiocese) 



 
 
Please keep in your prayers, the departed servant of God George Henney, and the entire 
Henney family, the departed servant of God Robert Mourad, his wife Margaret and the 
entire Mourad family, Joe & Doris Hessney, Christopher and the Sapp family. 
 
 

 
 

  +++ 

 
Continue to remember in your prayers all those who were injured, and those who have 
died, from the wildfires in the Attica region around Athens, Greece. This was the worst 
fire disaster for Greece in more than a decade.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

A special prayer for our students and teachers as they enter the new academic school year 

 
O Lord, our God and Creator, Thou hast honored us men with Thine own image, 
and didst teach Thy chosen disciples that the fear of Thee is the beginning of true 
wisdom; Thou hast revealed Thy wisdom to children and didst teach Thy law to 
Solomon and to all those who have sought Thee in purity of heart.  Open the 
hearts, the minds, and the lips of these students, that they may perceive the power 
of Thy law, and successfully comprehend the useful things which will be taught 
them, so that they will understand Thy perfect will and contribute to the building 
up of Thy Holy Church.  Deliver them from every snare of the enemy, preserve 
them in the true faith and in righteousness and purity all the days of their lives, 
that they may grow in wisdom and in the observance of Thy commandments, and 
may be revealed as worshipers of Thy Name and heirs of Thy Kingdom.  Bless al-
so their teachers, O Lord; grant that their words may be free from every worldly 
deceit and vanity, and may always clearly proclaim the word of Thy truth. 
 
For Thou art God, the Author of truth and the Fountain of wisdom, and unto 
Thee we ascribe glory:  to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  



“A sure sign of the deadening of the soul is the avoidance of church services.”  

+St. John Climacus (“The Ladder of Divine Ascent”) 

Saturday: Great Vespers 5:00PM  (Time Change: 6:00PM starting Sept. 1) 
 
Sunday: Orthros 8:30AM; Divine Liturgy at 9:30AM 
 
 

*Fr. Paul hears confessions after Great Vespers Saturday and by appointment. 

 

Sunday School Program - We are back starting Sunday Sept. 2! 
 
Weekly Bible Study Group - Thursday from 6PM - 7PM; Bring your Holy Bible! 

 

 

 

 

Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos 

(We will celebrate on Eve of Feast - Aug. 14) 
 

Tuesday (Aug. 14):  

Festal Orthros 6:00PM; Divine Liturgy 7:00PM 
 
 
 

+++ 

 

 

Fellowship Hour - Please sign-up! Keep it simple & keep it delicious! 
 

  

Pickup the August Calendar on the Visitor’s Table in Narthex or go online:  

 

stpaulnaples.org/calendar 

 

For more information visit:  stpaulnaples.org  

& Find us on “facebook.com/stpaulnaples” 

 
 

 

“Thank God for everything you are; everything you have and everything you achieve. By 

thanking God you will realize that these are not your achievements but His gifts and, thus, 

you will feel humble.” 

+ St. Paisios of Mt. Athos 

 

Unless we look at a person and see the beauty there is in this person, we can contribute 

nothing to him. One does not help a person by discerning what is wrong, what is ugly, 

what is distorted. Christ looked at everyone he met, at the prostitute, at the thief, and saw 

the beauty hidden there. Perhaps it was distorted, perhaps damaged, but it was beauty none 

the less, and what he did was to call out this beauty.” 

+ Metropolitan Anthony Bloom (1914 - 2003) 

 

 

 

 

Festal Icon - Dormition of the Theotokos    DONATED 

 

Iconostasis        DONATED 

 

Iconostasis         DONATED 

 

Throughout Sanctuary (Nave)    $50 

 

*A beautiful practice, with great meaning, is to donate flowers for the sake of a loved 

one, living or departed. Make the offering and determine in your heart the intention - 

God knows.  

 

+Please give donations to Julianna Agoritsas or Bill Yurkovac+  
 

      +++ 



(For the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew) 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (18:23-35)  

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reck-
oning, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he 
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring 
him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of 
pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But 
that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what 
you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison until he 
should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had tak-
en place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord de-
livered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My heavenly 
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.”  

   

(For the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chastened me severely. 

 

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:2-12)  

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to 
those who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? 
Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and 
the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no 
right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own ex-
pense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock 
without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human authority? Does not the 
law say the same? For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an 
ox when it is treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he 
not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman 
should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we 
have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your material bene-
fits? If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more? Neverthe-
less, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put 
an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of Christ.  



RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, 
then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the 
dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O 
Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.  
 
APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN 

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou didst re-
veal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it. Let Thine ever-
lasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the intercessions of the Theotokos. O 
Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee  
 
+ Now sing the apolytikion of the holy Apostle Paul+ 

 
KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN 

Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were 
able, beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee 
crucified, they would remember that all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could 
declare to all the world that Thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father.  

 
On August 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church we continue to celebrate the Trans-
figuration of Christ; and we commemorate the holy martyrs Photios and Anikytos 
of Nicomedia.  

 
Verses  

Fire burneth Anikytos and Photios together,  

Whom a house of light beareth as mighty and unconquered.  

On the twelfth fire killed Photios and Anikytos.  

 
Emperor Diocletian once came to Nicomedia with the evil intention to completely 
exterminate the Christians. But Anikytos, one of the high ranking officials of the 
city, boldly confessed before the emperor his faith in Christ the Lord, God incar-
nate in the flesh for our salvation. The emperor ordered his tongue to be severed 
but Anikytos, by the power of God, continued to speak. They then released a lion 
against him but the lion cuddled around him. At that moment the temple of Her-
cules collapsed. Photios, a kinsman of Anikytos, seeing the miracles and endurance 
of Anikytos, kissed him, declared himself a Christian and cried out to the emperor: 
“O idolater, be ashamed, your gods are nothingness!” Eventually, Photios and Ani-
kytos went to their glorious deaths, and scores of men, women and children went 
with them. They all suffered about the year 305. Anikytos and Photios are invoked 
in the prayers in the Sacrament of Anointing with Oil (Holy Unction) and in the 
Blessing of Water.  
 
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


