


We are honored by your presence as our doors are open to anyone seeking the fullness of the 
Truth. It is our sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy will draw you 
closer to Christ and His Church. We are a parish community within the Body of Christ striving 
to “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Mt. 6:33) above all else. The Church is 
a spiritual hospital and our Lord Jesus Christ is the Great Physician who offers us healing, hope, 
and refuge – true life with real freedom. We answer Christ's call to repent and be transformed, 
healed of our brokenness, through a real spiritual life - our priority is to be in 
“perfect communion” with the living God.  
 
Please make sure to sign our guest book at the visitors table in the Narthex/lobby area and join us 
after service for our fellowship hour in the pavilion. Fr. Paul is available to answer questions you 
may have about any facet of the Christian faith. 
 

Your children are welcome here. Don’t worry if they wiggle or squirm a bit. Unless your child is 
making more noise than our priest and choir, stay put. When they need a little more room, or a 
short break, it is OK to walk them to the back (or out) until they are ready to return. Please enjoy 
the “Children’s Word” (bulletin) found on the banister upon entering the Nave (worship space). 
 
If you want to raise your children in the Church, then they have to be in the church. The entire 
spiritual culture of the Orthodox faith is necessary formation for everyone, whether 40 days old, 
40 years old, or 40 years a senior citizen.  
 
It can be a sacrifice to raise children in the Church, and we know it, but if your child doesn’t learn 
to incline his/her heart in worship, and turn aside from distraction from a young age, how in the 
world will they survive as an older Christian in a world which is designed to distract them? 

The Orthodox Church understands the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper, to be the paramount 

expression of Christian unity. While it is our deepest hope that Christendom will one day 

fulfill Christ’s desire for true unity among all those who claim His name (John 

17:21), the reality of our day is that various segments of Christendom are not unified with the 

historic Orthodox Christian faith. Since participation in the Eucharist expresses a unity with all 

the dogma, teachings, and practice of the Orthodox Church, it is natural that non-Eastern 

Orthodox Christians (Roman Catholic, Protestant, Non-Chalcedonian/Oriental, etc.) do not 

approach the chalice for Holy Communion but respect the official policy of the Antiochian 

Archdiocese of North America and canonical boundaries of the One, Holy, Catholic 
(Universal), and Apostolic Church - the Orthodox Christian Church. Teaching the people of 

Corinth about the seriousness of the Holy Eucharist, St. Paul warns: 
 
“Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 

the body and blood of the Lord...For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner 
eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak 

and sick among you, and many sleep (i.e. die).” (1 Cor. 11:27;29).  

 

We lovingly desire the salvation of all - not judgment and condemnation.   
 
All Eastern Orthodox Christians are expected to prepare for the receiving of the Body and Blood 

Please continue to pray for Fr. Joe and Kh. Diane Shaheen, Joe and the Hessney family, 
Christopher and the Sapp family, Al and Anna Castley, Victor and the Bard family, Ed 
and Marilyn Edge, Robert and Michaelene Aber, Mary Alvanette Kennan, Jean Sam as 
well as the recently departed handmaid of God, Doris Hessney. 
 
Prayers for the heath of Louis (Lazarus) Nicholas on occasion of his 92nd Birthday are 
requested by Shirley Nicholas. May God grant him many more years. 
 
Prayers for the health of Fr. Paul and his family, Larissa, John, Mikhail and their family, 
as well as the peaceful repose and memory of Leila, Mikhail, and Sofia, 

are requested by Larissa Smolen and John Cole. 
 
Please pray for Jean Sam who is hospitalized and in serious decline with kidney 
and heart problems.  
 

 
 

 

 
 



“A sure sign of the deadening of the soul is the avoidance of church services.”  

+St. John Climacus (“The Ladder of Divine Ascent”) 

Saturday*    Sunday 

Great Vespers 6:00PM   Orthros 8:30AM  
                                                                      Divine Liturgy 9:30AM 

 

 

*Fr. Paul hears confessions after Great Vespers Saturday and by appointment. 

 

 

 
Every Thursday 6PM-7PM - Join us! 

 

· Great Feast of Circumcision of the Lord & St. Basil the Great (Tues - Jan. 1)  
       Orthros 8:30AM; Divine Liturgy 9:30AM w/”Vasilopita” Blessing 
· Great Feast of Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ (Sun - Jan. 6) - See Flyer/parish Calendar 
· “Specialty Bread Sale”: Stop by table in Narthex - Order forms also available in the Pavilion!
· Stewardship Sunday w/Pancake Breakfast immediately following Divine Liturgy - Jan. 13

· Stewardship Cards have been mailed but are also located on banister in back of  Nave 
(worship space).  

 
 

For more info, calendar of special services/events, visit:  stpaulnaples.org or “facebook.com/stpaulnaples” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

*Immediately followed  by the Blessing & Cutting of the Vasilopita Bread w/Coffee  

What is Vasilopita? The tradition of baking and cutting a special "pita" (which can mean a loaf of 
bread, a cake, or even a pie) each year on January 1st is observed in honor of our holy father Basil the 
Great, archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia - hence its name "Vasilopita" meaning "St. Basil's Bread." 
This tradition is observed in both parish churches and in the homes of the faithful. What is the meaning 
of this tradition and how did it begin?  
 
For centuries upon centuries, parents, grandparents and godparents have related the following to Or-
thodox children about St. Basil and the Vasilopita. One year, during a time of terrible famine, the em-
peror levied a sinfully excessive tax upon the people of Caesarea. The tax was such a heavy burden upon 
the already impoverished people that to avoid debtors' prison each family had to relinquish its few re-
maining coins and pieces of jewelry, including precious family heirlooms. Learning of this injustice up-
on his flock, St. Basil the Great, the archbishop of Caesarea, took up his bishop's staff and the book of 
the holy Gospels and came to his people's defense by fearlessly calling the emperor to repentance. By 
God's grace, the emperor did repent! He canceled the tax and instructed his tax collectors to turn over to 

St. Basil all of the chests containing the coins and jewelry which had been 
paid as taxes by the people of Caesarea. But now St. Basil was faced with the 
daunting and impossible task of returning these thousands of coins and piec-
es of jewelry to their rightful owners. After praying for a long time before 
the icons of our Master Christ and His All-Holy Mother, St. Basil had all the 
treasures baked into one huge pita. He then called all the townspeople to 
prayer at the cathedral, and, after Divine Liturgy, he blessed and cut the pita, 
giving a piece to each person. Miraculously, each owner received in his piece 
of Vasilopita his own valuables. They all joyfully returned home, giving 
thanks to God who had delivered them from abject poverty and to their 
good and holy bishop St. Basil the Great! In remembrance of that miracle 
wrought by God as a result of St. Basil's love and defense of his people, Or-
thodox Christians have observed the tradition of the Vasilopita each year on 
January 1st-- the date on which St. Basil reposed in the Lord in the year 379. 
 

      (source: Antiochian.org) 



RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX 

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy 
revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades cap-
tive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O 
Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.  
 
APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that 
worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship Thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from 
the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.  
 
APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO 

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast seen a 
Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi thou didst wor-
ship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ God to save our 
souls.  

+Now sing the apolytikion of the holy Apostle Paul+ 

 

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE THREE  

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unap-
proachable, the earth doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with 
shepherds in giving glory; with a star the Magi travel upon their journey; 
For our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before the ages as 
God.  

 
On December 30 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Virgin-martyr 
Anysia of Thessalonica; Martyr Philetairos of Nicomedia; Venerable Leon the Ar-
chimandrite; Venerable martyr Gideon of Karakallou monastery on Athos; and Ma-
karios, Metropolitan of Moscow.  
 
On the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the holy and just An-
cestors of God: Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy Virgin, our Lady the Theotokos; 
James the Brother of the Lord and the First Bishop of Jerusalem; and David the 
Prophet and King.  
 

Verses  

I honor Joseph, the Betrothed of the Virgin, who to be her protector was alone chosen. Thou 

art a carpenter’s son, but also the brother of the Lord that built all with a word, O blest James. 

What shall I say, seeing that the Lord testifieth, as a man after Mine own heart, I have 

found David.  

 

David committed adultery and murder, yet God forgave him and glorified him 
above all the kings of Israel. He gave him the great grace to compose the most beau-
tiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) and to prophesy the coming of Christ. Thus, 
God was not ashamed to take upon Himself flesh from David’s seed. God designated 
Joseph to protect the Most-holy Virgin, and imparted to him great honor in the 
plan of the salvation of mankind. Although Joseph was of the royal lineage of David, 
he was a humble carpenter in Nazareth. At the age of 80, Joseph took the Most-holy 
Virgin from the Temple in Jerusalem and into his home. He entered into rest at the 
age of 110. The Apostle James is called the “Brother of the Lord” because he was the 
son of the righteous Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved Jesus and, according 
to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the Most-holy Virgin and Joseph, when Her-
od sought to slay the newborn King.  
 
By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.  



   

(For the Sunday after Nativity of Christ)  
 

God is wondrous in His saints. Bless God in the congregations.  

 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (1:11-19)  

 

Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel, which was preached by me, is 
not man’s gospel. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Juda-
ism, how I persecuted the Church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I 
advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people; so extremely 
zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when He who had set me apart 
before I was born, and had called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His 
Son to me, in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer 
with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles be-
fore me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then af-
ter three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fif-
teen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.  

(For the Sunday after Nativity of Christ)  
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)  

 

When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and re-

main there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy 
Him.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother by night, and departed to 
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My Son.” Then Herod, when 
he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent 
and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region, who were two 
years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the wise 
men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was 
heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they were no more.” But when Herod died, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the 
Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s 
life are dead.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother, and went to the land 
of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the 
district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was 
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”  



 

Royal Hours  & Typika 9:00AM 

 

What are the Royal Hours?  

1st, 3rd, 6th, and 9th, as well as the Typical Psalms, are sung as one service. The service is read 
on the eves of the Nativity of Christ and Theophany, as well as on Holy Friday. It is character-
ized by special Psalms and hymns, as well as special Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel Read-
ings, relating to the particular Feast or events of the day. 
 
Historically, it was customary for the Byzantine emperor to be in attendance for the entire 
Service, hence the title “Royal Hours”. 

Festal Orthros 8:30AM 

Festal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 9:30AM 

+Great Sanctification of Water+ 



 

 

 

How can you say to your neighbor, “Let me take the speck out of your 

eye,” while the log is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 

log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 

speck out of your neighbor’s eye.” +Mt 7:4-5 

 

A n Egyptian Abba said, “Never judge anyone, for any rea-
son. Never do anyone harm. Discipline yourself, purging both 
material and spiritual evil. Nurture a modest and gentle spirit. 
Do these things, noticing your own faults rather than those of 
others, and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ will be with you 
lavishly.” 

 
Never judge anyone, for any reason. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: “A Little Daily Wisdom from the Early Church” compiled by Bernard Bangely 



  

“Watch out for complaining. It only makes situations worse and increases sorrows.”  

+ St. Macarius of Optina 


