We are honored by your presence as our doors are open to anyone seeking the fullness of the
Truth. It is our sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy will draw you
closer to Christ and His Church. We are a parish community within the Body of Christ striving
to “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Mt. 6:33) above all else. The Church is
a spiritual hospital and our Lord Jesus Christ is the Great Physician who offers us healing, hope,
and refuge – true life with real freedom. We answer Christ's call to repent and be transformed,
healed of our brokenness, through a real spiritual life - our priority is to be in “perfect communion” with the living God.
Please make sure to sign our guest book at the visitors table in the Narthex/lobby area and join us
after service for our fellowship hour in the pavilion. Fr. Paul is available to answer questions you
may have about any facet of the Christian faith.
Your children are welcome here. Don’t worry if they wiggle or squirm a bit. Unless your child is
making more noise than our priest and choir, stay put. When they need a little more room, or a
short break, it is OK to walk them to the back (or out) until they are ready to return. Please enjoy
the “Children’s Word” (bulletin) found on the banister upon entering the Nave (worship space).
If you want to raise your children in the Church, then they have to be in the church. The entire
spiritual culture of the Orthodox faith is necessary formation for everyone, whether 40 days old,
40 years old, or 40 years a senior citizen.
It can be a sacrifice to raise children in the Church, and we know it, but if your child doesn’t learn
to incline his/her heart in worship, and turn aside from distraction from a young age, how in the
world will they survive as an older Christian in a world which is designed to distract them?
The Orthodox Church understands the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper, to be the paramount expression of Christian unity. While it is our deepest hope that Christendom will one day fulfill Christ’s
desire for true unity among all those who claim His name (John 17:21), the reality of our day is
that various segments of Christendom are not unified with the historic Orthodox Christian faith.
Since participation in the Eucharist expresses a unity with all the dogma, teachings, and practice of
the Orthodox Church, it is natural that non-Eastern Orthodox Christians (Roman Catholic,
Protestant, Non-Chalcedonian/Oriental, etc.) do not approach the chalice for Holy Communion but
respect the official policy of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America and canonical boundaries
of the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church - the Orthodox Christian Church.
Teaching the people of Corinth about the seriousness of the Holy Eucharist, St. Paul warns:
“Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of
the body and blood of the Lord...For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and
many sleep (i.e. die).” (1 Cor. 11:27;29).
We lovingly desire the salvation of all - not judgment and condemnation.

All Eastern Orthodox Christians are expected to prepare for the receiving of the Body and Blood
of Christ through recent confession, prayer, and fasting from all food/drink approximately midnight the night before. Please speak with Fr. Paul if medical conditions preclude it.

“A sure sign of the deadening of the soul is the avoidance of church services.”
+St. John Climacus (“The Ladder of Divine Ascent”)
Saturday* [NOT 5/11; 5/18]
Great Vespers 6:00PM

Sunday [NOT 5/12; 5/19]
Orthros 8:30AM
Divine Liturgy 9:30AM

*Fr. Paul hears confessions after Great Vespers Saturday and by appointment.

Join us again Thursday May 30 at 6:00PM

Mt. Athos/Lebanon Pilgrimage: Fr. Paul will be leading a small pilgrimage to Mt. Athos/Lebanon
May 9 - May 23; In case of a pastoral emergency, contact Fr. Hans Jacobse of our sister parish St.
Peter Orthodox Church in Bonita Springs (239-248-4775).
TYPIKA/Readers Service - Sunday May 12 & May 19 at 9:30AM - Dn. Nicholas will lead the
TYPIKA/Readers Service in place of the normal Orthros & Divine Liturgy Sunday morning. Our
Regular Service schedule resumes Saturday May 25/Sunday May 26, God willing.
+Today’s Fellowship Coffee Hour is sponsored by Subdeacon Robert Cardoos+
For more info, calendar of special services/events, visit: stpaulnaples.org or “facebook.com/stpaulnaples”

APOLYTIKION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE SEVEN
While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the doors were
closed, Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing in us
through them an upright spirit, according to the greatness of Thy mercy.
+Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the Patron of the parish (St. Paul)
THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing
women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

On May 5 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Great-martyr Irene
of Thessalonica; and Venerable Euthymios, bishop of Maditos in Thrace. On this day,
the second Sunday of Pascha, we inaugurate the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection,
and the occasion whereon the Holy Apostle Thomas touched the Savior’s side.
Verses
If the seals of the Virgin’s womb and of the grave did not hinder Thee,
How could the seals of the doors hinder Thy might, O Savior?
This day is called New Sunday, Thomas Sunday or Anti-Pascha. The last term means
“in place of Pascha” because Thomas did not immediately hear of Christ’s Resurrection and disbelieved it. We remember his doubt but do not repeat it. After this Sunday, the Church dedicates Sunday to the Resurrection.
As the Disciples were gathered together on the Sunday of the Resurrection, Jesus entered and greeted them in His usual way, saying, “Peace be unto you.” Then He
showed them His hands, feet and side. Jesus ate before His Disciples and reassured
them of His Resurrection. However, Thomas was not with them at that time, and insisted upon seeing the Savior’s scars—the print of the nails in His hands and feet, and
the spear in His side—before he would believe that Jesus was risen. Eight days later
Christ appeared again to the Disciples, this time with Thomas present. The Master
told Thomas to see and feel. Then Thomas immediately cried out, “My Lord and my
God!” But Jesus tells His Disciples, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” This event also clearly illustrates the human and divine Natures of Christ.
By the intercessions of Thine Apostle Thomas, O Christ our God, have mercy on us.
Amen.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (20:19-31))
Great is the Lord, and great is His power. Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good
The Reading from the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (5:12-20)

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands
of the Apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest
dared join them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they
even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as
Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people also
gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted
with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the high priest rose up and all
who were with him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy
they arrested the Apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and said, “Go and
stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.”

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the
Disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and
His side. Then the Disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” And when
He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other Disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in
the mark of the nails, and place my hand in His side, I will not believe.” Eight days
later, His Disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors
were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out your
hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing.” Thomas answered
Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of the Disciples, which are not written in this book; but
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in His Name.

Please continue to pray for Fr. Joe and Kh. Diane Shaheen, Joe and the Hessney family,
Christopher and the Sapp family, Al and Anna Castley, Victor and the Bard family, Ed
and Marilyn Edge, Robert and Michaelene Aber, George and Lorrain Zain, Vincent and
Irene Benfatti, Al and Gloria Mizhir, Thelma and Robert Badwey.
Please keep Margaret Mourad and Carol Simone in your prayers asking that the Lord
may grant them continued patience, strength, and consolation in this life.
The Castley Family requests prayers for Anna Castley on the occasion of her birthday and
Mother's Day.

He, being compassionate, forgave their iniquity, and did not destroy them;
often he restrained his anger, and did not stir up all his wrath. He remembered that they were but flesh, a wind that passes and does not come again.
How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness and grieved him in the
desert!
+Psalm 78:38-40
Abba Isaac said, “I never permit any ill feelings against a brother to enter my cell. I have also worked to make sure no brother could return
to his cell with any ill feelings toward me.”

He, being compassionate, forgave their iniquity.

Source: “A Little Daily Wisdom from the Early Church” compiled by Bernard Bangely

A Readers Typika service is a specific form of service
which mirrors the Divine Liturgy. It is used when a priest
is not available or when a worshiper cannot get to a
church.
It is led by a deacon, subdeacon, reader, chanter, or the eldest experienced layperson present, in that order, unless a
bishop or priest determines another leader.

This service will be prayed by Dn. Nicholas on the Sunday’s Fr. Paul is out of
town: May 12 & May 19

“Don’t be troubled if you don’t feel the love of God in yourself, but think about the
Lord, that He is merciful, and guard yourself from sins. And the Grace of God will
teach you.”
+St. Silouan the Athonite

