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WELCOME VISITORS AND FAITHFUL

We are honored by your presence as our doors are open to anyone seeking the fullness of the
Truth. It is our sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy will draw you
closer to Christ and His Church. We are a parish community within the Body of Christ striving
to “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Mt. 6:33) above all else. The Church is
a spiritual hospital and our Lord Jesus Christ is the Great Physician who offers us healing, hope,
and refuge - true life with real freedom. We answer Christ's call to repent and be transformed,
healed of our brokenness, through a real spiritual life - our priority is to be in “perfect commun-
ion” with the living God.

Please make sure to sign our guest book at the visitors table in the Narthex/lobby area and join us
after service for our fellowship hour in the pavilion. Fr. Paul is available to answer questions you
may have about any facet of the Christian faith.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO FAMILIES WiITH CHILDREN

Your children are welcome here. Don’t worry if they wiggle or squirm a bit. Unless your child is
making more noise than our priest and choir, stay put. When they need a little more room, or a
short break, it is OK to walk them to the back (or out) until they are ready to return. Please enjoy
the “Children’s Word” (bulletin) found on the banister upon entering the Nave (worship space).

If you want to raise your children in the Church, then they have to be in the church. The entire
spiritual culture of the Orthodox faith is necessary formation for everyone, whether 40 days old,
40 years old, or 40 years a senior citizen.

It can be a sacrifice to raise children in the Church, and we know it, but if your child doesn’t learn
to incline his/her heart in worship, and turn aside from distraction from a young age, how in the
world will they survive as an older Christian in a world which is designed to distract them?

+Hory CoMMUNION (EUCHARIST)+

The Orthodox Church understands the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper, to be the paramount expres-
sion of Christian unity. While it is our deepest hope that Christendom will one day fulfill Christ’s
desire for true unity among all those who claim His name (John 17:21), the reality of our day is
that various segments of Christendom are not unified with the historic Orthodox Christian faith.
Since participation in the Eucharist expresses a unity with all the dogma, teachings, and practice of
the Orthodox Church, it is natural that non-Eastern Orthodox Christians (Roman Catholic,
Protestant, Non-Chalcedonian/Oriental, etc.) do not approach the chalice for Holy Communion but
respect the official policy of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America and canonical boundaries
of the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church - the Orthodox Christian Church.
Teaching the people of Corinth about the seriousness of the Holy Eucharist, St. Paul warns:

“Ther(eifore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of

the body and blood of the Lord..For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judg-

ment fo himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and
many sleep (i.e. die).” (1 Cor. 11:27:29).

We lovingly desire the salvation of all - not judgment and condemnation.
All Eastern Orthodox Christians are expected to prepare for the receiving of the Body and Blood

of Christ through recent confession, prayer, and fasting from all food/drink approximately mid-
night the night before. Please speak with Fr. Paul if medical conditions preclude it.

PARrisH CLERGY

REev. FrR. PAUL GIRGIS, PRESIDING PRIEST
V. Rev. FRr. JOSEPH SHAHEEN, RETIRED ARCHPRIEST
Rev. DN. NicHoO1AS REID, ATTACHED DEACON

WEEKLY SERVICES

“A sure sign of the deadening of the soul is the avoidance of church services.”
+St. John Climacus (“The Ladder of Divine Ascent’)

Saturday Sunday
Great Vespers 6:00PM-6:45PM Orthros 8:30AM
Divine Liturgy 9:30AM

“Fr. Paul hears confessions after Great Vespers Saturday and by appointment.

WEeekLY CoMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY

Thursday’s 6:00PM-7:00PM

HAprPPY FATHERS DAY TO ALL!

HiGgHLIGHTS

Kneeling Prayers - 12:00PM Today - After Fellowship Hour, please return to the parish Nave!
Apostles Fast: June 24 - June 29
Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul - June 29 - Divine Liturgy 6:00PM w/light refreshments immediately

following @ St. Peter in Bonita Springs.

+Today’s Fellowship Coffee Hour is sponsored by Bessie Jarjoura and Jo Krevinko+

For more info, calendar of special services/ events, visit: stpaulnaples.org or “facebook.com/ stpaulnaples”



SUNDAY - JuNE 16, 2019

FirnietH DAY AFTER PASCHA THE GREAT FEAST OF PENTECOST

+DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM+

APOLYTIKION OF PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT

Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise, having sent up-

on them the Holy Spirit, and through them Thou hast fished the universe, O Lover of mankind, glo-
ry to Thee.

+Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the Patron of the parish (St. Paul the Apostle)

KONTAKION OF PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT

When the High One descended, confusing tongues, He divided the nations. And when He
distributed the fiery tongues He called all to one unity. Wherefore, in unison we glorify the

most Holy Spirit.
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PeENTECOST AND “KNEELING VESPERS”

To Orthodox Christians, the feast of Pentecost is not just a celebration of an event in history. It is
also a celebration their membership in the Church. They have lived Pentecost and received "the
seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit" in the sacrament of chrismation.

An extraordinary service called the Kneeling Vespers, is observed on the evening of Pentecost.
This is a Vespers service to which are added three sets of long poetical prayers, the composition of
Saint Basil the Great, during which everyone makes a full prostration, touching their foreheads to
the floor (prostrations in church having been forbidden from the day of Pascha (Easter) up to this
point). In many parishes, this service is done immediately after the Liturgy. (orthodoxwiki.org)

The late Fr. Alexander Schmemann, onetime Dean of Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Sem-
inary, offers the following concerning the three special prayers of Pentecost:

“We are invited to kneel. This is our first kneeling since Easter. It signifies that after these
fifty days of Paschal joy and fullness, of experiencing the Kingdom of God, the Church
now is about to begin her pilgrimage through time and history. It is evening again, and
the night approaches, during which temptations and failures await us, when, more than
anything else, we need Divine help, that presence and power of the Holy Spirit, who has
already revealed to us the joyful End, who now will help us in our effort towards fulfill-

ment and salvation.”

Together, bowing-low, we bowed our hearts and brought to God our repentance, and hope for
forgiveness of sins.

Together, bowing-low, we bowed our hearts and cried out asking the Holy Spirit to help us,
yearning to be taught how to pray and better follow the true path in these dark and difficult times
where the foundation, and boundaries, of society are crumbling.

Together, bowing-low, we bowed our hearts and called to remembrance all those who have fin-

ished “the race” and completed “the marathon” of life, yet remain united with us through the love
of God.

Each day we are all called to bow our hearts “unto the Lord” and truly realize what an incredible,
and sobering, act it is to enter into such prayers — supplicating the Holy Trinity is a serious gift.

+AT 12:00PM, MAKE SURE TO RETURN TO THE NAVE FOR THE
“KNEELING VESPERS” SERVICE+



“...PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER, THAT YOU MAY BE HFALED.
THE EFFECTIVE, FERVENT PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN AVAILS MUCH.”
(JAMES 5:16)

Please continue to pray for Fr. Joe and Kh. Diane Shaheen, Joe and the Hessney family,
Christopher and the Sapp family, Al and Anna Castley, Victor and the Bard family, Ed
and Marilyn Edge, Robert and Michaelene Aber, Margaret Mourad, Carol Simone, Vin-
cent and Irene Benfatti, Al and Gloria Mizhir, as well as Thelma and Robert Badwey.

Birthday and Father’s Day prayers, that God may grant Ray Mansour many more years,
are requested by Kevin, Diane, Andrew, and Randy Labrecque.

MAY THE LORD OUR GOD HEAR OUR PRAYERS AND SEND DOWN UPON US
His DiviNE GRACE FOR HUMBLE-PATIENCE AND TRUST IN HIS MOST PERFECT WILL.

Early Christians expressed their concern for the repose of the souls of their beloved by
works of charity and love and by personal and communal prayers. The Apostolic Consti-
tutions recommended that part of the possessions of a dead person be distributed to the
poor in his "memory". St. John Chrysostom, Jerome, Tertullian, and others also recom-
mended alms giving in memory of the dead although they believe that this and other
good works for the repose of the soul of the dead also benefit the doers.

In the Orthodox Church the various prayers for the departed have as their purpose to
pray for the repose of the departed, to comfort the living, and to remind those who re-
main behind of their own mortality, and the brevity of this earthly life. For this reason,
memorial services have an air of penitence about them and tend to be served more fre-
quently during the four fasting seasons (Great Lent, Nativity Fast, Apostles' Fast and
Dormition Fast).

(source: orthodoxwiki.org)

THE SYNAXARION
(AN ABRIDGED COLLECTION OF THE “LIVES OF THE SAINTS”)

On this day, the eighth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate Holy Pentecost.

Verses
Ina mi%hty wind Christ distributeth the Divine Spirit
Int Zform of Sfiery tongues unto the Apostles.
In one great day, the Spirit was poured out on the Fishermen.

On this day—the fiftieth after Great and Holy Pascha—we commemorate the descent
of the Holy Spirit upon the holy Disciples and Apostles in the form of tongues of
fire. Numbering about 120, they who followed the Master gathered in Jerusalem in
the upper room of a house to await the Lord’s promise to send the Holy Spirit. At
about the third hour of the day, there came a sound from Heaven as of a mighty
rushing wind, and it filled the house. Cloven tongues immediately appeared, like as
of fire, and sat upon the head of each of them. The Apostles began to speak, not with
the languages of their ancestors, but with other languages with which the Holy Spir-
it supplied them, as He inspired them. After the Apostle Peter explained what had
happened, 3,000 people joined the Church on the inauguration of the priesthood of
grace. The objectives of Pentecost are, namely, the coming of the Holy Spirit into
the world, the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus Christ, and the completion of the
undefiled hope of the Apostles.

By the intercessions of the Holy Apostles, O Christ our God, have mercy on us.

Amen. 555,

)




THE EPISTLE

Their voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (2:1-11)

When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together in one place.
And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as
of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation
under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were be-
wildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they
were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyre-
ne, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we
hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”

THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12)

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has
said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” Now this He said about the
Spirit, which those who believed in Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not
been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard these words, many
of the people said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But
some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the
Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where Da-
vid was?” So there was a division among the people over Him. Some of them wanted
to arrest Him, but no one laid hands on Him. The officers then went back to the
chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The
officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them,
“Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in
Him? But this crowd, who do not know the Law, are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had
gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said to them, “Does our Law judge a
man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” They replied,
“Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise from
Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who fol-
lows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”




SPIRITUAL MORSELS FOR THE SPIRITUAL LIFE

“Learn to pray and endure everything, as the Lord Jesus Christ endured. If they
abused and crucified Him, then how can we expect any kind of justice? There is no
justice on earth and will not be. Righteousness and Truth were crucified on the
cross.”
+Igumen Nikon Vorobiev

“A flower of a rose does not make a sound, but its fragrance disperses far in
silence... So all Christians must live!”
+St. Theophan the Recluse

“The husband and wife should be like the hand and eye. When the hand hurts, the
eyes should be crying, and when the eyes cry, the hand should wipe away the
tears.”
+St. John Chrysostom

A LitTLe DALY WisboM
FrROM THE EARLY CHURCH

Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but one who has a hasty
temper exalts folly. A tranquil mind gives life to the flesh, but passion makes
the bones rot.

Proverbs 14:29-30

Macarius said, “If you become angry when you are admonishing
someone, you are satisfying your own passions. Do not lose yourself
while attempting to save someone else.”

A tranquil mind gives life to the flesh.

Source: “A Little Daily Wisdom from the Early Church” compiled by Bernard Bangely




“Don't be troubled if you don' feel the love (;f God in yours;lf, but think about the
Lord, that He is merciful, and guard yOL;lrse If from sins. And the Grace of God will
teach you.”
+St. Silouan %e Athonite



