We are honored by your presence as our doors are open to anyone seeking the fullness of the
Truth. It is our sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy will draw you
closer to Christ and His Church. We are a parish community within the Body of Christ striving
to “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Mt. 6:33) above all else. The Church is
a spiritual hospital and our Lord Jesus Christ is the Great Physician who offers us healing, hope,
and refuge – true life with real freedom. We answer Christ's call to repent and be transformed,
healed of our brokenness, through a real spiritual life - our priority is to be in “perfect communion” with the living God.
Please make sure to sign our guest book at the visitors table in the Narthex/lobby area and join us
after service for our fellowship hour in the pavilion. Fr. Paul is available to answer questions you
may have about any facet of the Christian faith.
Your children are welcome here. Don’t worry if they wiggle or squirm a bit. Unless your child is
making more noise than our priest and choir, stay put. When they need a little more room, or a
short break, it is OK to walk them to the back (or out) until they are ready to return. Please enjoy
the “Children’s Word” (bulletin) found on the banister upon entering the Nave (worship space).
If you want to raise your children in the Church, then they have to be in the church. The entire
spiritual culture of the Orthodox faith is necessary formation for everyone, whether 40 days old,
40 years old, or 40 years a senior citizen.
It can be a sacrifice to raise children in the Church, and we know it, but if your child doesn’t learn
to incline his/her heart in worship, and turn aside from distraction from a young age, how in the
world will they survive as an older Christian in a world which is designed to distract them?
The Orthodox Church understands the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper, to be the paramount expression of Christian unity. While it is our deepest hope that Christendom will one day fulfill Christ’s
desire for true unity among all those who claim His name (John 17:21), the reality of our day is
that various segments of Christendom are not unified with the historic Orthodox Christian faith.
Since participation in the Eucharist expresses a unity with all the dogma, teachings, and practice of
the Orthodox Church, it is natural that non-Eastern Orthodox Christians (Roman Catholic,
Protestant, Non-Chalcedonian/Oriental, etc.) do not approach the chalice for Holy Communion but
respect the official policy of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America and canonical boundaries
of the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church - the Orthodox Christian Church.
Teaching the people of Corinth about the seriousness of the Holy Eucharist, St. Paul warns:
“Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of
the body and blood of the Lord...For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and
many sleep (i.e. die).” (1 Cor. 11:27;29).

Pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.
Matthew 26:41
Evagrius Ponticus wrote, “We do not have a commandment
to work and to devote the night to vigils and to fast constantly, but we are required to pray without ceasing. While our
weak bodies are not up to such disciplines that restore health
to our souls, labor, vigils, and fasting do involve physical cooperation. Prayer is a spiritual discipline that strengthens the
soul. Prayer fights for us even without the participation of
the flesh.”

The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.

We lovingly desire the salvation of all - not judgment and condemnation.

All Eastern Orthodox Christians are expected to prepare for the receiving of the Body and Blood
of Christ through recent confession, prayer, and fasting from all food/drink approximately midnight the night before. Please speak with Fr. Paul if medical conditions preclude it.

Source: “A Little Daily Wisdom from the Early Church” compiled by Bernard Bangely

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the
sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning,
that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou didst reveal Thy glory
to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it. Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us
sinners, through the intercessions of the Theotokos. O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.
Now sing the apolytikion of the Patron of the parish (St. Paul the Apostle)
KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld
Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the world that Thou art
truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father.

“A sure sign of the deadening of the soul is the avoidance of church services.”
+St. John Climacus (“The Ladder of Divine Ascent”)
Saturday

Sunday

Great Vespers 6:00PM-6:45PM

Orthros 8:30AM
Divine Liturgy 9:30AM

*Fr. Paul hears confessions after Great Vespers Saturday and by appointment.

God willing, we return Thursday September 12, 6:00PM-7:00PM
+++

+++

+++

Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos - Wednesday - August 14 (Eve of the Feast)
Festal Orthros 6:00PM
Divine Liturgy w/Litia & Artoklasia 7:00PM
We welcome John Filippakis back to our parish as he continues, by the grace of God, to beautify the
House of God according to the ancient Orthodox Christian tradition of Byzantine Iconography.
+Today’s Fellowship Coffee Hour is sponsored by Bessie Jarjoura and Barbara Hebeka+
For more info, calendar of special services/events, visit: stpaulnaples.org or “facebook.com/stpaulnaples”

(For the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost)
(For the Eighth Sunday of Matthew)
The Lord will give strength to His people.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (14:14-22)

Ascribe to theLord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (1:10-17)
Brethren, I appeal to you, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree and that there be no dissension among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brethren. What I mean is that each one
of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or
“I belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except
Crispos and Gaius; lest anyone should say that you were baptized in my name. (I
did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I
baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the
Gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power.

At that time, when Jesus went ashore he saw a great throng; and he had compassion
on them, and healed their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and
said, “This is a lonely place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into
the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said, “They need not go away; you
give them something to eat.” They said to Him, “We have only five loaves here and
two fish.” And He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He ordered the crowds to sit
down on the grass; and taking the five loaves and the two fish He looked up to Heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the disciples gave
them to the crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve
baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. Then Jesus made the disciples get into the
boat and go before Him to the other side, while He dismissed the crowds.

Please continue to pray for Fr. Joe and Kh. Diane, Joe and the Hessney family, Christopher and
the Sapp family, Al and Anna Castley, Victor and Lucy Bard, Ed and Marilyn Edge, Robert and
Michaelene Aber, Margaret Mourad, Carol Simone, Vincent and Irene Benfatti, Al and Gloria
Mizhir, Lazarus (Lou) and Shirley Nicholas, as well as Thelma and Robert Badwey.

On August 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church we continue to celebrate the feast of the
Holy Transfiguration of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ; and we commemorate the Holy Martyr and Archdeacon Euplos of Catania in Sicily.
Verses
By his raiment, Euplos is a hallowed Levite; by his beheading, a truly steadfast hoplite. On the eleventh Euplos was smitten with a cutting sword.

Early Christians expressed their concern for the repose of the souls of their beloved by works of
charity and love and by personal and communal prayers. The Apostolic Constitutions recommended that part of the possessions of a dead person be distributed to the poor in his
"memory". St. John Chrysostom, Jerome, Tertullian, and others also recommended alms giving
in memory of the dead although they believe that this and other good works for the repose of
the soul of the dead also benefit the doers.
In the Orthodox Church the various prayers for the departed have as their purpose to pray for
the repose of the departed, to comfort the living, and to remind those who remain behind of
their own mortality, and the brevity of this earthly life. For this reason, memorial services have
an air of penitence about them and tend to be served more frequently during the four fasting
seasons (Great Lent, Nativity Fast, Apostles' Fast and Dormition Fast).

The Emperor Diocletian dispatched Commander Pentagurus to Sicily to exterminate
any Christians he found there. Pentagurus did not find a single Christian, for the few
that were there, hid from the persecutor and did not reveal themselves. Then someone accused Euplos of taking a book—the Book of the Holy Gospels—to secret Christians and reading to them. They soon brought him to court, hung that book around
his neck and led him to prison. After seven days of imprisonment and hunger Euplos
was handed over for torture. While they were beating him with iron rods, Euplos
mockingly said: “O ignorant one, do you not see that because of God’s help, these tortures are for me as a cobweb? If you can, find other harsher tortures, for all of these
are as toys.” Finally, they led the martyr of Christ out to the scaffold. Then Euplos
opened the Holy Gospel and read from it to the people for a long time. Many converted to the Faith of Christ. Euplos was beheaded in the year 304 and took up habitation in the Kingdom of Heaven. His miracleworking relics repose in a village near
Naples called Vico della Batonia.
On this day, we also commemorate Niphon, patriarch of Constantinople; and Newmartyrs Anastasios and Demetrios of Lesbos.
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

(source: orthodoxwiki.org)

The Dormition (Falling Asleep) of
the Theotokos is one of the Great Feasts of
the Orthodox Church, celebrated on August 15.
For those churches using the Julian Calendar,
this feast falls on August 28 in the secular calendar. The Feast of the Dormition, which is also
sometimes called the Assumption, commemorates the death, resurrection and glorification of
Christ's mother. It proclaims that Mary has been
"assumed" by God into the heavenly kingdom
of Christ in the fullness of her spiritual and bodily existence.

According to Orthodox Tradition, Mary died like all humanity, "falling asleep," so to
speak, as the name of the feast indicates. She died as all people die, not "voluntarily"
as her Son, but by the necessity of her mortal human nature which is indivisibly
bound up with the corruption of this world. The feast was added to the Roman calendar in the seventh century as the Dormitio. In the eighth century, the title was
changed to the Assumptio (Assumption).
The feast is preceded by 14 days of strict fasting, with the exceptions that fish is eaten
on the Feast of the Transfiguration (August 6). On weekdays before the feast, either
the Great Paraklesis (service of supplication) or the Small Paraklesis is celebrated.
source: orthodoxwiki.org
Visit the parish website to view the online calendar (stpaulnaples.org/calendar) or take home
a printout on the visitors table in the Narthex.

One man asked a priest:
“If God is everywhere, what do I go to Church for?”
To which the priest replied:
“The whole atmosphere is filled with water, but if you want to drink
you have to go to a fountain or a well.”
+++
“If you want to help the Church, it is better to try to correct yourself, rather than be looking to correct others. If you manage to correct yourself,
one small part of the Church is immediately corrected. Naturally, if everyone did the same, the body of the Church would be in good health.
But, today, people concern themselves with anything but themselves. You
see, judging others is easy, where as working on yourself takes effort.”
+St. Paisios the Athonite

“Orthodoxy is life. If we don’t live Orthodoxy, we simply are not Orthodox,
no matter what formal beliefs we might hold.”
+Fr. Seraphim Rose

